
PART 1: THE VANDERBILT COMMON APPLICATION SUPPLEMENT 
FALL 2012

Vanderbilt exclusively accepts the Common Application for  
first-year and transfer admission. Applicants must submit Part 1:  
The Vanderbilt Common Application Supplement, the Common 
Application, and a nonrefundable $50 application fee. Part 1 and 
the application fee may be submitted before or with the Common 
Application itself. The Common Application may be obtained from  
www.commonapp.org or by contacting the Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions. All parts of the application should be postmarked or 
submitted electronically by the appropriate deadline  
(see the calendar on page 3 for more details).

Office of Undergraduate Admissions

Vanderbilt University 

2305 West End Avenue 

Nashville, Tennessee 37203-1727

Telephone: (615) 322-2561 

Toll free: (800) 288-0432

Email: admissions@vanderbilt.edu 

Website: admissions.vanderbilt.edu

Instructions



Providing for a college experience 
is one of the largest single invest-
ments a family will make, and we 
strongly believe that a Vanderbilt 
education is well worth it. As a 
result, we do three very impor-
tant things to make it possible 
for students from many different 
economic circumstances to enroll 
at Vanderbilt.

First: Since talent and promise 
recognize no social, cultural, 
economic, or geographic bound-
aries, our admissions process is 
need-blind for all U.S. citizens and 
eligible non-citizens. This means 
that your family’s ability to pay for 
a Vanderbilt education is not a fac-
tor in our admissions process. Our 
goal is to admit students who will 
be academically successful and 
contribute to our community.

Second: Vanderbilt will meet 100% 
of a family’s demonstrated finan-
cial need for all admitted U.S. 
citizens and eligible non-citizens. 
With the additional investment 
that we make in your future, many 
students often pay no more to 
attend Vanderbilt than they would 
pay to attend a college with a lower 
total cost.

Third: Financial aid packages for 
undergraduate students do not 
include need-based loans. The 
amount of need-based loans 
offered in the past to meet dem-
onstrated financial need is now 
replaced with Vanderbilt grant/gift 
assistance. This initiative applies 
to all admitted U.S. citizens and 
eligible non-citizens with demon-
strated financial need.

These three commitments place 
Vanderbilt among a small number 
of U.S. universities to adopt these 
philosophies and allocate the 
resources necessary to make a pre-
mier education a reality for admit-
ted students and their families.

The typical need-based financial 
aid award that Vanderbilt offers 
to eligible undergraduates with 
demonstrated need will consist of 
a combination of grants, scholar-
ships, and employment opportu-
nities/expectations.

Grants and scholarships will come 
from various sources including 
Vanderbilt, federal, state, and pri-
vate funds which are considered 
“gift” assistance and do not have 
to be repaid. 

Employment opportunities offer 
students a chance to gain valu-
able work experience in addition 
to receiving a paycheck for their 
hours worked.

Loans will not be included in 
financial aid packages based 
upon our initiative of replac-
ing need-based loans with grant 
assistance. Under certain condi-
tions and based upon individual 
family circumstances or desires, 
however, loans from federal and 
other sources ultimately may be 
made available to students upon 
their request to replace any work 
expectation in the award or to 
replace some portion of the fam-
ily’s expected contribution.

PROCEDURES FOR  
REGULAR DECISION AND 
TRANSFER CANDIDATES
Students need to complete a Free 
Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) and a CSS/Financial 
Aid PROFILE by February 5. The 
FAFSA is available online at www.
fafsa.ed.gov. Be sure to indicate 
Vanderbilt University as a recipi-
ent of the FAFSA results by listing 
our code (003535).

The PROFILE registration and 
application process can be complet-
ed online at www.collegeboard.com. 
Designate Vanderbilt University, 
CSS code #1871, to receive your 
PROFILE results.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR 
EARLY DECISION CANDIDATES
Please note that our Early 
Decision plans are binding and 
therefore are not appropriate for 
families who prefer to compare 
aid or scholarship awards from 
several schools. 

Students must complete the 
PROFILE by November 5 for 
Early Decision I and January 5 for 
Early Decision II. We are able to 
generate a preliminary aid offer 
based on this information. 

PROFILE corrections and 
updates should be submitted 
directly to the Office of Student 
Financial Aid and Undergraduate 
Scholarships before March 1. A 
final aid award will be sent by 
April 1 incorporating information 
from the FAFSA (which needs to 
be submitted by February 5) plus 
any updates to the PROFILE. 

RENEWAL OF AID
Need-based financial aid awards 
are normally made for one aca-
demic year at a time. All aid 
recipients must file a new FAFSA 
and PROFILE each year. Annual 
renewal of aid depends on main-
taining satisfactory academic per-
formance as well as demonstrated 
financial need. A student can 
usually expect a comparable level 
of aid each year as long as the 
overall family and financial situa-
tion remain essentially the same. 

INTERNATIONAL CANDIDATES
Vanderbilt has a limited amount 
of need-based financial aid for 
international students (defined 
as non-U.S. citizens who lack 
U.S. permanent resident status). 
Interested students must com-
plete the International Student 
Financial Aid Application avail-
able from the College Board. 
Admission decisions for inter-
national students are made on a 
“need aware” basis. As a result, 
competition for larger financial 
aid awards is especially keen. In 
addition, international students 
may apply for merit scholarships.

FINANCIAL AID CALENDAR
Early Decision I 
Priority deadline for submitting PROFILE . . . . . . . . . . . . .             November 5, 2011 
Preliminary financial aid awards mailed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                December 15, 2011

Early Decision II 
Priority deadline for submitting PROFILE . . . . . . . . . . . . .             January 5, 2012 
Preliminary financial aid awards mailed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                February 15, 2012

Regular Decision 
Earliest possible date to submit FAFSA to processors. . . . .     January 1, 2012 
Priority deadline to submit FAFSA and PROFILE 
	 to processors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  February 5, 2012 
Financial aid awards mailed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          April 1, 2012

Transfer Students 
Priority deadline to submit FAFSA and PROFILE 
	 to processors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  February 5, 2012
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NEED-BASED STUDENT FINANCIAL AID (First-year and transfer applicants)
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Each year, Vanderbilt awards 
approximately 300 merit-based 
scholarships to applicants who 
demonstrate exceptional accom-
plishment and intellectual prom-
ise. These students represent the 
top 1%–2% of all first-year appli-
cants to Vanderbilt. Scholarship 
awards are renewable through 
four years of undergraduate study 
as long as the recipient maintains 
satisfactory academic performance. 
All four undergraduate schools 
award a number of scholarships 
proportionate to their enrollment

The application decision plan 
(Early or Regular Decision) a stu-
dent selects is not considered in 
the merit-based scholarship selec-
tion process, nor is a student’s 
financial need.

There are no merit-based scholar-
ships available for transfer students.

SIGNATURE MERIT 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS
Three signature scholarship pro-
grams comprise the majority of 
Vanderbilt’s honor scholarships. 
Recipients are guaranteed full-
tuition awards, plus summer sti-
pends for study abroad, research, 
or service projects.

The Ingram Scholarship Program 
recognizes students who demon-
strate a willingness and ability to 
combine a successful business or 
professional career with a lifelong 
commitment to finding solu-
tions to critical societal problems. 
The program sponsors students 
who plan to pursue a business or 
professional career and have dem-
onstrated an exceptional commit-
ment to community service.

The Cornelius Vanderbilt 
Scholarship Program, Vanderbilt’s 
largest merit-based scholarship 
program, recognizes students 
who combine outstanding aca-

demic achievement with strong 
leadership and contributions 
outside the classroom. Cornelius 
Vanderbilt Scholars have the 
opportunity to participate in a 
series of programs designed espe-
cially for highly talented students.

The Chancellor’s Scholarship 
Program honors students with 
outstanding academic records 
who have worked to build strong 
high school communities by 
bridging gaps among eco-
nomically, socially, and racially 
diverse groups and who have 
demonstrated significant interest 
in issues of diversity education,  
tolerance, and social justice. 

VANDERBILT SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATION
Candidates for the three signature 
scholarship programs must com-
plete the appropriate forms from 
the Vanderbilt Application Packet 
for Merit-Based Scholarships. 
Applications for the Ingram 
Scholarship Program must be 
postmarked by December 1; 
applications for the Cornelius 
Vanderbilt and Chancellor’s 
Scholarship programs should be 
postmarked by December 15. 

The Vanderbilt Application 
Packet for Merit-Based 
Scholarships may be found online 
at www.vanderbilt.edu/scholarships 
or may be obtained by calling the 
Office of Student Financial Aid 
and Undergraduate Scholarships 
at (615) 322-3591.

OTHER MERIT-BASED  
SCHOLARSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES
Additional Honor Scholarships 
Vanderbilt also offers a limited 
number of merit-based scholar-
ships in amounts varying from 
$8,000 per year up to full tuition. 

The majority of these awards are 
based solely on academic achieve-
ment, but several have specific 
qualifications. These include the 
Carell Family Scholarship for 
students who have held part-time 
employment during their high 
school years, the John Siegenthaler 
Scholarship for outstanding 
minority students interested in 
a career in journalism and/or 
public policy, the Fred Russell-
Grantland Rice Scholarship for 
students interested in pursuing a 
career in sports journalism, and 
the Curb Leadership Scholarship 
for students who place creativity 
and innovation at the center of 
their lives, and use their talents 
and leadership to create new pos-
sibilities and solve problems in 
their chosen field. In addition, 
Vanderbilt awards scholarships 
designated for students residing 
in Houston, Texas, and selected 
counties in Arkansas, Georgia, 
Kentucky, and Tennessee.

It is recommended that students 
who want to be considered for 
these awards submit the appro-
priate forms from the Vanderbilt 
Application Packet for Merit-

Based Scholarships to ensure their 
applications for admission are 
reviewed by the Office of Student 
Financial Aid and Undergraduate 
Scholarships.

National Merit Scholarships 
Admitted students named as finalists 
by the National Merit Corporation 
who designate Vanderbilt as their 
first-choice school by the final dead-
line set by the National Merit Corp-
oration will receive a minimum 
of $5,000 per year in merit-based 
scholarships. 

ROTC Scholarships Students who 
plan to join the Reserve Officer 
Training Corps can apply for 
four-year scholarships through 
their high school or ROTC 
recruiter early in their senior year. 
Scholarships pay full or partial 
tuition, books and fees, and a 
monthly stipend. Vanderbilt 
provides a supplement to each ser-
vice-selected awardee. Recipients 
are typically required to serve in 
the military after college. Army 
and Naval ROTC are offered at 
Vanderbilt; Air Force ROTC is 
offered at nearby Tennessee State 
University.

MERIT-BASED SCHOLARSHIP CALENDAR

Ingram Scholarship Program  
	 applications postmarked. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   December 1, 2011

Cornelius Vanderbilt and Chancellor’s Scholarship 
	 Program applications postmarked. . . . . . . . . . .           December 15, 2011

Army ROTC scholarship applications due. . . . . . . . .         January 9, 2012

Naval ROTC scholarship applications due. . . . . . . . .         January 29, 2012

On-campus interviews for Ingram finalists. . . . . . . .        Mid-February 2012

Ingram Scholarship recipients notified. . . . . . . . . . . .            Late February 2012

Cornelius Vanderbilt and Chancellor’s Scholarship  
	 recipients notified; recipients of Additional  
	 Honor Scholarships notified. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Mid-March 2012 

MERIT-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS (First-year applicants only )



ADMISSIONS CALENDAR
Early Decision I

Preferred last day to take the SAT Reasoning Test . . . . . . . .       October 1, 2011

Preferred last day to take the ACT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    October 22, 2011

Electronic submission or postmark deadline for  
	 completed application . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 1, 2011

Blair School of Music auditions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      December 3, 2011

Admission decisions mailed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         December 15, 2011

Postmark deadline for matriculation deposit . . . . . . . . . . . .           December 31, 2011

Early Decision II

Preferred last day to take the SAT Reasoning Test . . . . . . . .       December 3, 2011

Preferred last day to take the ACT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    December 10, 2011

Electronic submission or postmark deadline for  
	 completed application . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 3, 2012

Blair School of Music auditions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      December 3, 2011 

		  January 27–28, 2012

Admission decisions mailed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         February 15, 2012

Postmark deadline for matriculation deposit . . . . . . . . . . . .           March 1, 2012

Regular Decision

Electronic submission or postmark deadline for  
Ingram Scholarship application . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    December 1, 2011

Preferred last day to take the SAT Reasoning Test . . . . . . . .       December 3, 2011

Preferred last day to take the ACT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    December 10, 2011

Electronic submission or postmark deadline for  
completed application . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 3, 2012

Last day to submit audition forms and music profile  
to Blair School of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          January 3, 2012

Electronic submission or postmark deadline for  
Cornelius Vanderbilt Scholarship application . . . . . . . . .        December 15, 2011

Electronic submission or postmark deadline for  
Chancellor’s Scholarship application. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                December 15, 2011

Blair School of Music on-campus auditions . . . . . . . . . . . . .            December 3, 2011

		  January 27–28, 2012

		  February 10–11, 2012

		  February 24–25, 2012

Videotaped auditions to Blair School of Music due  
	 (No voice or percussion videos accepted) . . . . . . . . . . . .           February 1, 2012

Admission decisions mailed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         April 1, 2012

Postmark deadline for matriculation deposit . . . . . . . . . . . .           May 1, 2012

ADMISSIONS CALENDAR FOR TRANSFER CANDIDATES
Priority deadline for completed application . . . . . . . . . . . . .            March 15, 2012

Admissions decisions mailed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Beginning mid-April 2012

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY In compliance with federal law, including the provisions of Title 
IX of the Ed Amendments of 1972, Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehab Act of 1973, and 
the ADA of 1990, Vanderbilt University does not discriminate on the basis of race, gender, 
sexual orientation, religion, color, national or ethnic origin, age, disability, or military 
service in its administration of educational policies, programs, or activities; its admis-
sions policies; scholarship and loan programs; athletic or other university-administered 
programs; or employment. 

SERVICES FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES Call the Disability Program Director at 
(615) 322-4705 regarding accommodations and services.

SECURITY STATEMENT In compliance with state and federal law, Vanderbilt University 
will provide you, upon request, an annual Security Report on University-wide security and 
safety, including related policies, procedures and crime statistics. A copy of this report may 
be obtained by writing the Vanderbilt University Police Department, 2800 Vanderbilt Place, 
Nashville, Tennessee 37212 or by telephone at (615) 343-9750. You may also obtain this 
report on our website at http://police.vanderbilt.edu/annual-security-report.

         The content of this application is printed on recycled paper with biodegradable ink. 

IMPORTANT DATES 2011–2012

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCE
Undecided (UNDC)
African American and Diaspora Studies 	
	 (AADS)
American Studies (AMER)
Anthropology (ANTH)
Art (ASTD)
Asian Studies (ASIA)
Biological Sciences (BSCI)
Chemistry (CHEM)
Classical Civilization (CCIV)
Classical Languages (CLNG)
Classics (CLAS)
Communication of Science and 		
	 Technology (CSET)
Communication Studies (CMST)
Earth and Environmental Sciences 	
	 (EES)
Ecology, Evolution, and Organismal 	
	 Biology (EEOB)
Economics (ECON)
Economics and History (EHST)
English (ENGL)
English and History (EGHT)
Film Studies (FILM)
French (FREN)
French and European Studies (FRES)
German (GER)
German and European Studies (GMES)
History (HIST)
History of Art (HART)
Italian and European Studies (ITES)
Jewish Studies (JS)
Latin American Studies (ILAS)
Mathematics (MATH)
Medicine, Health, and Society (MHS)
Modern European Studies (EUS)
Molecular and Cellular Biology (MCB)
Neuroscience (NSC)
Philosophy (PHIL)
Physics (PHYS)
Political Science (PSCI)
Psychology (PSY)
Public Policy Studies (PPS)
Religious Studies (RLST)
Russian (RUSS)
Russian and European Studies (RNES)
Sociology (SOC)
Spanish (SPAN)
Spanish and European Studies (SNES)
Spanish and Portuguese (SPPG)
Spanish, Portuguese, and European 	
	 Studies (SPES)
Theatre (THTR)
Women’s and Gender Studies (WGS)

BLAIR SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Composition/Theory (COMP)
Musical Arts (ARTS)
Musical Arts/Teacher  
	 Education – Instrument (TCHI)
Musical Arts/Teacher  
	 Education – Voice (TCHV)
Performance 
	 Bassoon (BSN) 
	 Cello (CLLO) 
	 Clarinet (CLAR) 
	 Classical Guitar (GTR) 
	 Double Bass (BASS) 
	 Euphonium (EUPH) 
	 Flute (FLUT) 
	 Harp (HARP) 
	 Horn (HORN) 
	 Multiple Woodwinds (WWND) 
	 Oboe (OBOE) 
	 Organ (ORGN) 
	 Percussion (PERC) 
	 Piano (PIAN) 
	 Saxophone (SAX) 
	 Trombone (TROM) 
	 Trumpet (TRPT) 
	 Tuba (TUBA) 
	 Viola (VLA) 
	 Violin (VLN) 
	 Voice (VOIC)

PEABODY COLLEGE
Child Development (CD)
Child Studies (CST)
Cognitive Studies (CGS)
Early Childhood Education (ECE)
Elementary Education (ELEM)
Secondary Education (SED)
Special Education (SPED)
Human & Organizational  
	 Development (H&OD)
	 With areas of concentration in: 
		  •	Community Leadership and Development
		  •	Health and Human Services
		  •	International Leadership and 	 	
			   Development
	 	 •	Leadership and Organizational 	 	
			   Effectiveness
	 	 •	Public Policy

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING
Undecided (UNDC)
Biomedical Engineering (BME)
Chemical Engineering (CHE)
Civil Engineering (CE)
Computer Engineering (CMPE)
Computer Science (CS)
Electrical Engineering (EE)
Engineering Science (ES)
Mechanical Engineering (ME)

Students interested in pre-professional study, including pre-med, pre-law, or  
pre-business, may consider any undergraduate program. Pre-nursing students may 
consider any program offered by the College of Arts and Science or Peabody College.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
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Blair School of Music will host off-campus auditions  
throughout the country in January and February 2012. 
Please visit http://blair.vanderbilt.edu for a list of audition 
cities and dates.



HIGH SCHOOL

High school name_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

State_ ______________________  CEEB code_______________________________  

 

 Check here if you are interested in the Reserve Officers Training Corps.         Army     Naval     Air Force (at Tennessee State University) 

ALUMNI RELATIVES 

Last name_________________________________________________  First name______________________________________  Middle name_ ________________________________  

Relationship_______________________________________________  Year of graduation_______________________________  

 

Last name_________________________________________________  First name______________________________________  Middle name_ ________________________________  

Relationship_______________________________________________  Year of graduation_______________________________  

 

Last name_________________________________________________  First name______________________________________  Middle name_ ________________________________  

Relationship_______________________________________________  Year of graduation_______________________________  

 

Last name_________________________________________________  First name______________________________________  Middle name_ ________________________________  

Relationship_______________________________________________  Year of graduation_______________________________  

 

Last name_________________________________________________  First name______________________________________  Middle name_ ________________________________  

Relationship_______________________________________________  Year of graduation_______________________________  

 

Last name_________________________________________________  First name______________________________________  Middle name_ ________________________________  

Relationship_______________________________________________  Year of graduation_______________________________  

PART 1: THE VANDERBILT COMMON APPLICATION SUPPLEMENT



INSTRUCTIONS Please complete and submit this form as soon as possible, and no later than the appropriate deadline listed on page 3. If you complete and 

mail the form, please type or print clearly, and use blue or black ink. All applicants must submit or mail in a nonrefundable $50 application fee or a fee waiver 

request form.

Social Security Number_ ______________________________________________ 	 Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY) __________________	 Gender 	  Female	  Male

 First-year	  Transfer	  

	 Current or most recent college/university ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you previously applied for admission to Vanderbilt University?    Yes    No

SCHOOL TO WHICH YOU ARE APPLYING Peabody and Blair applicants MUST select a major from the list on page 3. Blair applicants must arrange for an  

audition and submit the Blair School of Music Profile to be considered for admission.

 College of Arts and Science	 Major code__________________________________ 	  School of Engineering	 Major code__________________________________

 Blair School of Music	 Major code__________________________________ 	  Peabody College	 Major code___________________________________

 

If you are interested in an alternate Vanderbilt school, please indicate below.  

Transfer applicants cannot have a second choice. Blair and Peabody applicants MUST select a major. 

 

 College of Arts and Science	 Major code__________________________________ 	  School of Engineering	 Major code__________________________________

 Blair School of Music	 Major code__________________________________ 	  Peabody College	 Major code__________________________________

FULL LEGAL NAME 

Last name_________________________________________________________________  First name____________________________________________________________________

Middle name_______________________________________________________________  Prefer to be called____________________________________________________________

PERMANENT ADDRESS 

Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

State_ ______________________  ZIP code___________________________________  Country____________________________________________

Area code/phone number (U.S. & Canada)__________________________________  International area code/phone number________________________________________

Email address________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Please use an email address that you can check regularly for the next 12 months. To learn more about creating a trouble-free email address,  

please visit admissions.vanderbilt.edu/stay-in-contact.)

PART I: THE VANDERBILT COMMON APPLICATION SUPPLEMENT

APPLYING TO VANDERBILT
All students seeking admission to Vanderbilt must complete this form and 
the Common Application. The Common Application may be obtained from 
www.commonapp.org or by contacting the Office of Undergraduate Admissions. 
Every application is reviewed by a team of admissions officers. Above all, the 
admissions process is holistic: we are seeking to understand your academic 
record in the context of your specific high school or college and your con-
tributions both inside and outside of the classroom. The five components of 
the Common Application (transcript, standardized test scores, essays, rec-
ommendation letters, and list of activities) help us to evaluate each applicant’s  
strengths as a student and as a community member, and to determine how 
those strengths will enrich our entering class.

Vanderbilt accepts transfer applicants only for the fall semester.

SELECTING A SCHOOL
First-year and transfer applicants must designate one of Vanderbilt’s four 
undergraduate schools: the College of Arts and Science, School of Engineering, 
Peabody College, or Blair School of Music. In addition, applicants to 
Peabody College or to the Blair School must select a major from the list on 
page 3. First-year applicants may apply for admission to a second-choice school 
as well.


